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Throughout his life, John E. Fetzer relied on a variety of metaphysical 
methods to access knowledge and wisdom from beyond the human plane to guide 
his life and to aid him in making crucial decisions about business and philanthropy. 
One of these methods was channeling, which, through the offices of the channeler, 
Jim Gordon, became Fetzer’s primary spiritual source during the 1980s. This paper 
has two goals. First, it will contextualize Fetzer’s openness to channeling by charting 
the development of the practice in the history of American metaphysical spirituality, 
of which Fetzer was an ardent and careful student. And second, I will discuss Jim 
Gordon’s channelings for Fetzer in terms of their specific content and their impact 
on the development of what would become the Fetzer Institute. 

Antecedents in American Metaphysical Spirituality 

Channeling, according to Jon Klimo, "is the communication of information to 
or through a physically embodied human being from a source that is said to exist on 
some other level or dimension of reality than the physical as we know it, and that is 
not from the normal mind (or self) of the channel." 1 The phenomenon of channeling, 
at least under the name of "channeling,” became widely known to the general public 
in the 1980s when it was picked up by the media and sensationalized as the 
cornerstone of the growing New Age movement. Fueled by such channeled 
documents as the Seth Materials and A Course in Miracles, talk show appearances by 
J. Z. Knight, channel for Ramtha, and Shirley MacLaine’s wildly popular spiritual 
memoirs and television miniseries featuring such channels as Kevin Ryerson and 
Sture Johanssen, the public’s fascination with these otherworldly sources grew to a 
fever pitch, only to fade quickly in the early 1990s as the media directed its 
attention elsewhere. Channeling, however, did not disappear, but continues on to 
this day as an integral, if not so hyped part of the New Age subculture. 

That channeling hasn’t disappeared shouldn’t be too surprising since belief in 
"communication of information to or through a physically embodied human being 
from a source that is said to exist on some other level or dimension of reality" has a 


1 Jon Klimo, Channeling: Investigations on Receiving Information from Paranormal Sources (Los 
Angeles: jeremy P. Tarcher, Inc. 1987), p. 2. 



long history in human culture. It perhaps has its roots in shamanism and continued 
to be manifested in the oracles of the ancient world and later, by the mystics of the 
Middle Ages. More recently, channeling played an essential part in the development 
of metaphysical spirituality in the United States. Given his long interest in 
metaphysical spirituality, John Fetzer had thus been exposed to channeling-like 
phenomena long before he met Jim Gordon in 1981. 

Before there were "channels" in the United States, there were Spiritualist 
"mediums,” said to communicate with the spirits of the dead while in a trance. 
Spiritualism in its modern form sprang from multiple origins, including 
Swedenborgianism and Mesmerism. Swedenborgianism was based on the writings 
of the mystical Swedish seer, Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772). After a long career 
as a successful scientist, Swedenborg late in life began to have a series of religious 
visions that allowed him to travel in the higher worlds where he conversed with 
spirits of the dead, angels, Jesus, and God himself. This led to a stream of books such 
as Secrets of Heaven (1749) and Heaven and Hell (1758), which described his 
experiences in great detail. Swedenborg’s writings caught on in the English- 
speaking world, including the United States, and introduced generations of 
Americans to the idea of spirit communication. 2 

Swedenborg, however, was adamant that only a superior human being such 
as himself could risk with impunity such conversation with higher beings, so it was 
left to Mesmerism to democratize the practice, although this was far from the intent 
of its founder, Franz Mesmer (1734-1815). Mesmer was an Austrian physician who 
posited the existence of an ethereal electric "fluid” permeating the universe. He 
called this fluid animal magnetism. By concentrating and manipulating animal 
magnetism, certain gifted individuals could place others in mesmeric trances, during 
which spiritual healing could be accomplished. By the early 19th century, the 
practice of Mesmerism had been brought to the United States where itinerant 
"magnetizers" made the rounds of the Lyceum circuit giving demonstrations of the 
power of animal magnetism, all to great acclaim. In addition to healing, one of the 
curious phenomena noticed by professional magnetizers was that occasionally 
entranced persons would begin speaking in voices not their own and reporting 
ideas and information beyond their ken. This phenomenon was soon attributed to 
contact with the spirits of the dead, and it was soon asserted that the mesmeric 
subject was acting as a "medium” through which the spirits spoke. Thus the seeds of 
what would become the American Spiritualist movement had been sown. 3 


2 See Wilson Van Dusen, The Presence of Other Worlds: The Findings of Emanuel Swedenborg (New 
York; Harper & Row, Publishers, 1974); see also J. Stillson Judah, History and Philosophy of the 
Metaphysical Movements in America (Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 1967), 34-37, 41-42; 
Catherine L. Albanese, A Republic of Mind and Spirit: A Cultural History of American Metaphysical 
Religion (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2007), pp. 140-44. 

3 See Robert C. Fuller, Mesmerism and the American Cure of Souls (Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 1982). 


2 



The Spiritualist movement traces its immediate origin to the Fox sisters, who 
in 1848 began to experience communications with the spirits of the dead while 
living on the outskirts of Rochester, New York. Highly publicized in the press of the 
day, Spiritualism piqued the curiosity of many, and soon the seance, a ritual in which 
spirits spoke to the living through a medium, became commonplace in American 
parlors. Spiritualism spread rapidly not only in the Northeast, but also especially in 
the Midwest. In the wake of several tours to the region by the Fox Sisters, 
innumerable Spiritualist "circles" sprang up and many a "home grown" medium 
discovered his or her psychic ability to contact the dead and heal the living. 
Spiritualism was strongest in the growing cities of the Midwest, where Spiritualist 
circles coalesced into incorporated Spiritualist organizations and then into state 
conventions, which sometimes confederated with the National Association of 
Spiritualist Churches (NASC). Spiritualism, too, had its representatives in the rural 
districts of many Midwest states, and here, borrowing from the revivalist tradition 
of Evangelical Christianity, Spiritualists sought to build community through the 
convocation of impromptu "camp meetings.” In time, many of these Spiritualist 
camp grounds became institutionalized, with regular meeting times, boards of 
trustees, and elaborate infrastructure, including auditoriums and permanent 
housing. One such Spiritualist meeting was Camp Chesterfield, founded in central 
Indiana in 1888 and still in operation today. 4 

Another step on the road to the channeling phenomenon of the late 20 th 
century was taken in the late 19 th century with the rise of the Theosophical Society. 
In 1874, Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831-1891), a Russian-born medium newly 
arrived in the US, met Colonel Henry Steele Olcott (1832-1907) while both were 
investigating spirit manifestations in Vermont. The pair soon found that, beyond 
Spiritualism, they shared an interest in the esoteric teachings of the religions of the 
world. The following year they founded the Theosophical Society in New York City 
in order to pursue the unification of all religions through the recovery of ancient 
wisdom from both East and West. The first fruit of the Theosophical Society was the 
publication of Blavatsky’s Isis Unveiled (1877), part one of which argued for an 
occult science to complement modern science; and part two, for the harmony 
between western spiritual monism and the esoteric teachings of Ancient India. 

Blavatsky’s writing was only partly her own, for she made it clear that she 
had long been in contact with a number of transcendent spiritual masters or 
"mahatmas” who lived in Egypt and Tibet, and who were members of the "Great 
White Lodge or Brotherhood.” Included among them were the Masters Kuthhumi 
and Morya. It was they, she reported, who psychically conveyed much of the 
information that appeared in Isis Unveiled. In 1879, Blavatsky and Olcott relocated 
the headquarters of the Theosophical Society to Adyar, India, in order more 


4 See Brett E. Carroll, Spiritualism in Antebellum America (Indianapolis, IN: Indiana University Press, 
1997), pp. 152-76; Ann Braude, Radical Spirits: Spiritualism and Women's Rights in Nineteenth- 
Century America (Indianapolis, IN: Indiana University Press, 2001), pp. 162-91; Chesterfield Lives! 
1886-1986: Our First Hundred Years (Chesterfield, IN: Camp Chesterfield, 1986). 
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adequately to study the ancient texts of Hinduism and Buddhism. The move inspired 
Blavatsky’s magnum opus, The Secret Doctrine (1888). Here again, with the psychic 
help of the Great White Brotherhood, Blavatsky synthesized western and eastern 
monism to create a grand cosmological scheme in which the human race was 
destined to evolve to higher levels of consciousness under the guidance of the 
Masters. 

For those steeped in Spiritualism, the shift was easy from trance 
communication with the spirits of the dead to communication with higher beings 
both past and present. Indeed, several Theosophical offshoots expanded the Great 
White Brotherhood by establishing communication with an increasing number of 
such Masters. Alice Bailey, for example, founder of the Arcane School, claimed that 
she had been psychically contacted in the 1920s by Blavatsky’s Master Kuthhumi, 
who requested that she serve as medium for another Master, Djwhal Khul the 
Tibetan. Djwhal Khul subsequently dictated a long series of books through Bailey, 
outlining a vast hierarchy of extraterrestrial beings who controlled the cosmos. 
These included the Master Jesus, the Archangel Michael, and Sanat Kumara, among 
many others. Along the same lines, in the following decade, Guy and Edna Ballard 
formed the "I Am" Religious Activity to disseminate information related to them by 
similar beings, whom they specifically called Ascended Masters to emphasize their 
transcendence. These included many figures already popularized by Blavatsky and 
Bailey such as Hilarion and the Comte de Saint Germain, but also hitherto unheard 
of Masters such as the Goddess of Liberty and the Tall Venusian from the planet 
Venus. 5 

By reading this period’s developing Theosophical literature, followers 
became comfortable with the idea of extraterrestrials as Masters. Indeed, after the 
appearance of UFOs in the late 1940s, much of the subsequent literature of UFO 
contactees was couched in the language of Ascended Masters. This is not surprising 
since many of the contactees came from strong Theosophical backgrounds and 
interpreted their experiences as empirical evidence for the existence of the Great 
White Brotherhood. Importantly, many of the UFO contactees related that not only 
had they communicated with the "Space Brothers" via telepathy face to face, but 
they also claimed that telepathic communication could continue even when the 
aliens had departed the planet. George Van Tassel, for example, said that he 
remained in psychic touch with the alien being Ashtar long after Ashtar and his band 
had left the earth. In other words, many contactees claimed they could function as a 
"channel” for alien intelligences, much like the channels on a television set received 
invisible electronic signals out of the ether. The words "channel" and "channeling,” 
in fact, were first used in this sense in relation to the telepathic abilities of some UFO 


5 For more on Bailey and the Arcane School and Guy Ballard and the "I AM” Religious Activity," see 
Robert Ellwood, Religious and Spiritual Groups in Modern America (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice- 
Hall, Inc. 1973), pp. 103-106, 121-25; Robert Ellwood, "Making New Religions: The Mighty T AM’," 
History Today 38:6 (June 1988), pp. 18-23; J. Gordon Melton etal. (eds.), The New Age Almanac (New 
York: Visible Ink Press, 1991), pp. 9-12. 
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contactees. 6 From then on, "channel" gradually began to replace "medium" as the 
preferred term to describe individuals who receive trance communications from 
transcendent beings of any kind. Thus when Jane Roberts began trance 
communications with the "energy personality" Seth in 1963, and J. Z. Knight with the 
35,000-year-old Lemurian warrior Ramtha in 1977, it was now natural to refer to 
them as channelers and their written products as channelings. The stage was now 
set for the explosion of the channeling phenomenon in the 1980s. 

Some Aspects of Channeling 

The sheer variety of channelers and channelings that suddenly appeared in 
the 1980s seemed to defy concise description at the time, but subsequent 
investigators have found that there were some common aspects and themes that 
help to bring some semblance of order to the phenomenon. For example, most 
channels become aware of their channeling abilities through a spontaneous 
communication event with a higher being, often through the means of some kind of 
psychic technology such as a Ouija Board (e.g. Jane Roberts) or through pyramid 
power (e.g. J. Z. Knight). Once this occurs, communication is often strengthened by 
cultivating a dissociative state or trance, during which the higher entity speaks 
through the body of the channeler, usually without the channeler being aware of 
what he or she is saying (although there are some who claim to be able to channel in 
a fully conscious state). Most channelers restrict their sessions to family and friends, 
but some have the confidence to channel in public for money, either to large groups 
of strangers or one-on-one in a kind of therapeutic patient/client relationship 
(Edgar Cayce [1877-1945], the "sleeping psychic," is a good example of the latter, 
although he predated the use of the word "channel”). A very few channelers begin to 
attract large followings, and the specific beings that they channel sometimes become 
celebrities in their own right, with their philosophies and dicta collected and 
published in mass market paperbacks (again, Seth and Ramtha are the best 
examples of how popular individual channeled entities can become). 7 

The range of entities channeled is quite varied, but not infinite. Rarely do 
modern channels communicate with the spirits of the recently dead as did the 
Spiritualist mediums of the previous century. Rather, the channeled dead tend to be 
famous personages from the past (e.g. Jesus, Mary, Einstein, Nikola Tesla etc.), not- 
so-famous personages who nevertheless held exalted positions during life (e.g. any 
number of Egyptian pharaohs and Chinese sages unknown to history, or Native 
American medicine men or women). Others are from the mythical past, for example 
men or women who lived on the ancient lost islands of Atlantis, Lemuria, or Mu; or 
are from religious mythology, such as the Archangel Michael or Maitreya. Ascended 


6 J. Gordon Melton, "New Thought and the New Age," in Janies R. Lewis and J. Gordon Melton (eds.), 
Perspectives on the New Age (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1992), pp. 15-29. 

7 For an overview of the history of channeling, see Arthur Hastings, With the Tongues of Men and 
Angels: A Study of Channeling (Fort Worth, TX: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Inc., 1991) and Michael F. 
Brown, The Channeling Zone: American Spirituality in an Anxious Age (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 1997). 


5 



Masters from the Theosophical universe are common too (e.g. Kuthumi, Morya, 
Hilarion, and the Great White Brotherhood, etc.), as are extraterrestrials associated 
with the UFO craze. 8 Ashtar, Commander in Chief of the Ashtar Galactic Command, is 
perhaps the best known of these latter, but the number of channeled "Space 
Brothers” is ever expanding. Finally, perhaps the most interesting of the channeled 
beings are those who claim that they have never experienced a physical existence. 
These include Seth, who describes himself as an "energy personality," and the 
"group entity" known as Lazaris, which describes itself as a "multilevel 
consciousness” made up of many purely spiritual personalities. 

Channeled messages also vary quite a bit, from personal advice, to answers 
to soteriological and eschatological questions, to sweeping pronouncements on the 
destiny of the cosmos. Michael F. Brown, however, found in his research that what 
unifies most modern channeling is that channelers tend to share a common New Age 
worldview. 9 A fundamental presupposition of channeling is a monistic cosmos in 
which everything is connected and everything mirrors everything else. Energy is the 
primary metaphor in this interconnected cosmos, and flows of energy at higher or 
lower states of vibration are said to be responsible for human health and happiness 
(if we can only learn the secret of how to resonate with it). Typically, channelers 
also frequently assert that such doctrines are what undergirded most ancient 
wisdom traditions, and that the truth of these ideas will soon become evident again 
once humanity rejects materialism and allows the development of a spiritualized 
science. 

Theologically, descriptions of God by channelers tend to be non- 
anthropomorphic and impersonal, and the inherent divinity of all human beings is 
universally stressed. Indeed, the power of mind over matter as humanity’s 
birthright is all but assumed, as is the survival human personality over multiple 
lifetimes through reincarnation. This last functions as a kind of individual evolution 
mirroring terrestrial and cosmic evolution towards the coming New Age, which 
promises not only limitless peace and prosperity on earth, but accelerated spiritual 
advancement for all conscious entities throughout the universe. In sum, one of the 
key characteristics of modern channeling that differentiates it from the mediumship 
of the past, is not only the range of beings channeled, but also the fact that most 
channelers operate within a New Age worldview. 

In the wake of the rise of modern channeling, scholars and others have 
sought to account for just what happens when a channeler channels. 10 For those 
unwilling to accept the phenomenon at face value, fraud, self-delusion or 
autohypnosis have been suggested. More sophisticated, although still reductive, 
psychological explanations include multiple personality syndrome or dissociative 


8 See Christopher Partridge, "Channeling Extraterrestrials: Theosophical Discourse in the Space Age." 
In Cathy Gutierrez, Handbook of Spiritualism and Channeling. Leiden: Brill, 2015), pp. 390-417. 

9 Brown, The Channeling Zone (1997), pp. 38-69. 

10 Klinio, Channeling (1987), pp. 205-302. 
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states originating in earlier emotional traumas. Perhaps more interesting 
explanations are those proposed by the transpersonal psychologists beginning with 
Carl Jung. Jung proposed that all human beings could potentially tap into a 
"treasure-house of mythological motifs” stored in the "collective unconscious," i.e., 
ancestral memories residing in the human mind. 11 For Jung, though, despite calling 
it "collective,” the collective unconscious nevertheless existed wholly within the 
individual brain. Others, however, have posited that the "collective unconscious" 
extends beyond the brain and exists independently of the material world. They 
further claim that the "collective unconscious” can be actively accessed psychically 
by means of ESP or altered states of consciousness. 12 According these transpersonal 
psychologists, channeling is thus simply the process by which gifted individuals 
communicate with a "super mind” outside themselves, and the fact that channelers 
insist on identifying this "super mind” as a specific entity or entities is merely an 
unconscious mechanism employed to deal with a misunderstood reality. 

Of course, once the idea of the mind freed from the brain is accepted, it is a 
short step to understanding channeling as actual psychic contact with multiple 
disembodied minds or alien entities, which, of course, is what most channelers 
actually claim. In the end, while some channelers will dogmatically insist on the 
reality of the entities they channel, many are perfectly comfortable with their clients 
bringing whatever interpretation they wish to a session, encouraging a pragmatic 
Jamesean approach towards the entities they channel and to their messages: if it 
works for you, it is true. 


John E. Fetzer and Channeling 

When channeling arose in the 1980s, John E. Fetzer was one of those who 
was perfectly comfortable with it, since he had encountered similar phenomena 
throughout his spiritual development. A devotee of Spiritualism, Fetzer had 
consulted "proto-channelers” ever since he had encountered that tradition in the 
1930s. Fetzer routinely visited the mediums at Camp Chesterfield in Indiana, which 
is located very close to where he grew up. Here, Fetzer was especially impressed 
with the seances of Lillian Johnson, Charles Swann, Clifford Bias, and Luigi de Paolo. 
Apparently, the information they provided Fetzer passed the pragmatism test since 
he continued to return to the camp for readings until the 1970s. Further afield, 
Fetzer became good friends with the celebrity psychic Jeanne Dixon and had 
sessions with the famous English mediums, Ena Twigg and Joan Grant. 13 


11 Quoted in Klimo, Channeling (1987), p. 216. 

12 E.g. Charles Tart (cited in Klimo, Channeling [1987], pp. 247-53). 

13 Fetzer, One Man’s Family (1964), p. xi; TB 30 (Rhea’s Diary 1966) (July 17, 1966); TB 18 (Rhea 
Fetzer Diaries 1968-1972) (August 7, 1970, August 18, 1973); "Hypathia” reading by Clifford Bias 
(June 21, 1971) (JGC); TB 18 (Research Fetzer, Rhea—Diaries & Letters [Transcripts] [Restricted] 
1973-1976): "1974 Rhea Fetzer’s Diary and Personal Correspondence" (October 17-18, 1974) 
(R02.14578); "Intrigue at Luxor" (ND) (JGC). 
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Channeled texts long held Fetzer’s fascination, too. Also encountering 
Theosophy for the first time in the 1930s, Fetzer read many of the channeled texts of 
Alice Bailey of the Arcane School (e.g. Initiation Human and Solar ) and Guy Ballard of 
the "1 Am” Religious Activity (e.g. The "I AM" Discourses ). Over the subsequent 
decades, Fetzer avidly studied the Aquarian Gospel of Jesus by Levi Dowling, the 
"readings” of Edgar Cayce, the Urantia Book, the Seth Materials, and the prophecies 
of Tuella of the Ashtar Command (e.g. World Messages for the Coming Decade). 14 Of 
all channeled texts, however, the most important for Fetzer over the long term was 
A Course in Miracles, channeled by Helen Schucman. 

During the 1960s, Dr. Schucman, who was Professor of Medical Psychology at 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons at the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center 
in New York City, began spontaneously to channel an "inner voice." In October of 
1965, the voice announced to her that, "This is a course in miracles. Please take 
notes." 15 This she did, reluctantly, for over seven years, producing a manuscript of 
over 1,500 pages. Despite her years as scribe, Schucman contended that she never 
believed in the channelings, although she and her colleague, Bill Thetford, 
approached Judy Skutch Whitson about possible dissemination of the Course. 
Whitson at the time was involved in parapsychological research through her New 
York-based Foundation for Parapsychological Investigation. Whitson embraced the 
Course enthusiastically and soon secured funding to publish the Course as a three- 
volume set, which appeared in 1975. This brought the Course to a wide audience, 
and its popularity proved phenomenal, becoming, in the words of one scholar, "the 
most obvious choice” if one had to choose the "'sacred scripture’ of the New Age 
movement.” By 2016, nearly three millions copies were said to be in circulation 
around the globe. 16 

John Fetzer first encountered A Course in Miracles through Whitson, whom he 
knew from the board of the Institute of Noetic Sciences. Two weeks after Whitson 
received the manuscript of the Course from Shucman and Thetford, she asked for 
permission to send it to Fetzer. As luck would have it, Fetzer had suffered a mild 
heart attack and was recovering at his ranch in Tucson. With persistence, Whitson 


14 Whitson Oral History (March 30, 2011], pp. 45, 47, 49-50. Copies with Fetzer’s annotations of Jane 
Roberts, Seth Speaks: The Eternal Validity of the Soul (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1972] 
(FPL] and The Nature of Personal Reality: A Seth Book (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1974] 
(FPL] exist in Fetzer’s personal library, as do the Urantia Book and Levi Dowling’s The Aquarian 
Gospel of Jesus. Seth was reported to be an "energy personality essence no longer focused in physical 
matter" [Seth Speaks, p. 5] who channeled a wide range of metaphysical material to Jane Roberts 
front 1963 to 1984; that the channelings began with a Ouija Board [Seth Speaks, p. ix] probably 
attracted Fetzer. 

15 For an insider’s account of A Course in Miracles, see Robert Skutch, Journey Without Distance: The 
Story Behind A Course in Miracles (Mill Valley, CA: The Foundation for Inner Peace, [1984] 1996], See 
also, Jon Klinto, Channeling: Investigations on Receiving Information from Paranormal Sources (Los 
Angeles: Jeremy P. Tarcher, Inc. 1987], pp. 37-42. 

16 Hanegraaff, New Age Religion and Western Culture (1998], pp. 37-38; Whitson Oral History 

(February 10, 2011], pp. 48-49; (March 3, 2011], pp. 5-12; acint- 

archives.org/Organizations/about_FIP.html, accessed June 29, 2017. 


8 



managed to locate him and send him a copy of the manuscript. Whitson reported 
that Fetzer’s immediate response to the Course was overwhelming: "I’ve looked here 
and I've looked there and I've poked under all sorts of debris ... and I have found 
some nuggets of gold in some of the ancient wisdoms and the perennial 
philosophies,” Fetzer said, "but I have never, ever, ever imagined I would find it all in 
one place, and written just for me.” 17 Soon Fetzer was recommending the Course to 
friends and colleagues, often sending them a set of the Miracle books once they were 
published, and he relished sharing insights with other Miracle devotees. 18 Together 
with his personal secretary, Carolyn Dailey, Fetzer intensively studied the text, 
reading it through several times. Indeed, Fetzer’s personal copies of the three 
published volumes show heavy use and extensive annotations. 19 For the next 
sixteen years until his death in 1991, Fetzer would return again and again to the 
wisdom of the Course, and of all channeled texts, it was the one that he was most 
likely to recommend to other people starting out on their own spiritual paths. 20 

Jim Gordon Arrives on the Scene 

In 1981, John Fetzer met the psychic, Jim Gordon. Impressed by Gordon’s 
abilities and looking for someone who could advise him on his personal spiritual 
quest and on the reorganization of the Fetzer Foundation, Fetzer engaged Gordon as 


17 Whitson Oral History (February 4, 2011], pp. 6-10; (March 3, 2011], pp. 12-46; (March 9, 2011], 
pp. 1-3; (March 15, 2011], pp. 14-22; (March 30, 2011], pp. 10-11, 18. Some of these original Miracle 
materials with Fetzer’s annotations can be found in the JGC. 

18 FI 12 (Janies Keating 1973-1976 II]: "Janies Keating to John E. Fetzer" (December 2,1976]; "John E. 
Fetzer to James Keating” (December 17, 1976] (R02.13216]; FI 15 (Duke University Psychical 
Research Foundation]: "John E. Fetzer to William Joines" (November 12, 1976] (R02.13283]; FI 15 
(Duke University Psychical Research Foundation 1975-1978]: "Lynne Daily to John Fetzer [memos]” 
(June 8,1977, January 25,1978] (R02.13283]; FP 5 (Correspondence 1978 I]: "Alice Yeager to John E. 
Fetzer” (January 11, 1978] (R02.13886]; "Bobbie Lee Smythe to John E. Fetzer" (March 13, 1978] 
(R02.13886]; FP 5 (Correspondence 1978 III]: "John E. Fetzer to Elouise Ebel" (October 25, 1978] 
(R02.13888]; FP 5 (Correspondence 1980 I]: "Alice Yeager to Rhea and John E. Fetzer" (June 18, 
1980] (R02.13891]; FI 14 (Hardt Project—Hardt, Janies, Dr. [UCSF] 1978]: "Janies Hardt to Lynne 
Dailey" (February 6, 1979] (R02.13269], FI 14 (Hardt Project—Hardt, James, Dr. [UCSF] 1979 II]: 
"John E. Fetzer to James Hardt” (December 27, 1979] (R02.13271]; FI 14 (Hardt Project—Hardt, 
James, Dr. [UCSF] 1980 I]: "John E. Fetzer to James Hardt" (June 2, 1980] (R02.13272]; FI 16 
(Princeton University, Robert Jahn 1978-1986 IV]: "Lynne Daily to Brenda Dunne" (July 25, 1980]; 
"Lynne Daily to Robert Jahn” (July 9, 1982] (R02.13316]; TB 31 (Interviews Fetzer, John—Sale of the 
Tigers [October 14, 1983]]: (R02.14836], p. 44; Bruce Fetzer Oral History (Volume I, March 14, 
1996], p. 37. 

19 Carolyn Dailey Oral History (November 16, 2011], pp. 3, 7, 12, 25-26, 29. Fetzer’s copies of A 
Course in Miracles, extant in the archives, are original 1975 hardback editions published by the 
Foundation for Inner Peace. Fetzer even found the Miracle materials applicable to baseball, as he 
revealed in a talk he gave at an IONS board meeting at Asilomar, CA in July 1978 (TB 18 [Research, 
Fetzer, Rhea—Diary & Letters (Transcripts] (Restricted] 1976-1979]: "1978 Rhea Fetzer’s Diary and 
Personal Correspondence" [July 9, 1978] [R02.14579]]. Hegedus [One Man's Search [2004]] relates 
that as late as 1987, John Fetzer was meeting with Foundation staff to discuss A Course in Miracles (p. 
212 ], 

20 This and the previous paragraph are adapted front Brian C. Wilson, John £. Fetzer and the Quest for 
the New Age (Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press, 2018], pp. 143-44. 
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his personal psychic. Jim Gordon was born in 1949 and raised in San Antonio, Texas. 
As a child and adolescent, Gordon had an unusual interest in things spiritual. Early 
on he was subject to out-of-body experiences, visions, auras, and premonitions. 
When he was 18, he met his first spiritual teacher, Cash Bateman, a one-time 
student of Edgar Cayce who was then part of the Inner Peace Movement (IPM), an 
organization based in Iowa that promoted better communication through psychic 
development. Bateman allowed Gordon to feel more comfortable with his psychic 
gifts and taught him how to control them for the benefit of others. Soon, Gordon was 
doing psychic counseling for friends and others who had heard about his abilities 
through word of mouth. Never charging for his counseling sessions, Gordon worked 
a day job in San Antonio, while carrying on his informal practice in the evenings and 
on Sundays. A serendipitous encounter in 1976 led him into the Coptic Fellowship of 
America, a Christocentric neo-Theosophical organization based in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. It was through this connection that Gordon was brought to the attention 
of John Fetzer. 

According to Gordon, his typical method of counseling was "to call on the 
Lord and ... say a prayer for protection, for clarity of Spirit." Gordon would then 
answer his client’s "questions, sharing what the Spirit brings in, in whatever way 
they do through guides, teachers, the archangel, an angel, or a guardian angel, 
whoever." After beginning his work with Fetzer, Gordon began to channel directly 
during their sessions, something he had never done before. The process, Gordon 
found, was easy: "I would close my eyes and go into meditation and just start 
speaking what Spirit brought forward." Thus, "a lot if information came forward for 
[Fetzer], and the development of the [Foundation] that way—from Spirit. It was just 
sort of like a telephone to [Spirit]." 21 In a later document, Gordon described his 
channeling in this way: 

Since I’ve been a teenager I’ve been able to do what I call soul transmission for lack 
of a better word. It’s where masters and higher beings come in and impress in my 
mind certain thoughts and then I express them outward. I don’t allow anyone to 
come in to my own body in the form of mediumship. I don’t believe in that—I think 
it’s dangerous and I think it limits the individual who does mediumship and locks 
them into a particular plane, where it’s very hard for them, then, to grow further. 

But I have allowed myself at times, when I feel it’s right, to allow them to impress 
and then I speak the words. 22 

In another interview, Gordon put it this way: "... when I’m doing my writing and I'm 
letting them come through me—what I am doing is detaching myself from my 
mental being, from the emotional and mental being, and allowing] them to work 
through those vehicles, rather than me do it. They come through and utilize the 
mental body of my being.” Again, however, Gordon was quick to point out that this is 


21 James Gordon Oral History (November 14, 1996], pp. 71-72 (Fetzer Institute Archives, 
subsequently abbreviated FI]. 

22 "Egypt—March, 1984: Jim Gordon, Arthur Douet, Joey Jochmans, etc." (GC 3:4], 
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not automatic writing since he would never surrender his physical body for the 
process, since such "mediumship" was "lower astral activity." 23 

Before discussing Jim Gordon’s specific channeling work for John Fetzer, I 
will first outline Gordon’s complex worldview, many elements of which had 
Theosophical antecedents and parallels in the New Age cosmologies revealed by 
other contemporary channelers. In a series of question and answer sessions that 
Kaye Averrit conducted in 1983 and 1984, Gordon gave a detailed account of his 
understanding of what he called the "multiuniverse." Gordon related that God, 
symbolized by the "Great Central Sun," emanated out all of creation, which, as it 
gained distance from this cosmic center, formed itself into the many spiritual, 
mental, astral, and physical universes as their energies started to vibrate at higher 
to lower frequencies, respectively. 24 The point of this creation, according to Gordon, 
was to aid God in his growing self-awareness: 

...when God created, God was self-aware. But to really be self-aware, you have to 
have parts of yourself to look back onto yourself. And so by putting out parts of 
himself—the souls—to go out and experience and to look back onto itself, that was 
the only way God could look back and say, I am God. I am that I am. So through 
creation, he is experiencing himself and learning more of himself. The mind was to 
be a vehicle by which he could look deeper into himself. 25 

Thus, God created human souls as the particular vehicles to allow his mind to 
experience the universe, especially as the universe evolved through its countless 
cycles or yugas. Put metaphorically, during each yuga God creates the universes 
through his outbreath and then, after a time, he inhales and the universes collapse. 
God then evaluates what He has learned through a (last) judgment, and then begins 
the process over again. During each yuga, too, human souls go through multiple 
reincarnations and live on multiple planets throughout the universes, falling and 
rising through the four planes of existence (spiritual, mental, astral, and physical) 
until they have burned off their karma and are pure enough to reunite with God. 
Oftentimes, individual souls are linked with other souls in this process, and together 
they reincarnate as a group until some task set for them has been completed and 
they have achieved the karmic purification necessary to transcend the "multiverse” 
entirely. This is not an automatic process, for each plane of existence has its own 
traps, and souls or groups of souls can become stuck for a time in any one of them, 
thus retarding their progress. This is especially true of "the seven physical 


23 "Conversation with Jim Gordon—December 5, 1983" (GC 3:6). It must be added as well that, in 
addition to his trance channeling, Gordon also found dreams—both his and others—fruitful means of 
gaining transcendental knowledge since it often entails astral travel ("Conversation with Jim Gordon, 
November 3, 1983” [GC 3:31]). This and the previous paragraph are adapted from Wilson (2018), pp. 
157,161. 

24 "Conversation with Jim Gordon—December 5, 1983” (GC 3:6); according to Gordon, the two 
creation stories in Genesis relate the creation of the spiritual and physical universes ("Conversation 
with Jim Gordon, November 3,1983” [GC 3:31]). 

25 "Conversation with Jim Gordon, November 4, 1983, in Foundation Office" (GC 3:31); see also "Jim 
Gordon, August 28,1984, Questions brought about by Previous Tapes" (GC 4:17). 
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universes/’ which for unknown reasons has fallen under the malign control of an 
entity called "Kraal." 26 

Of special concern for Gordon was, of course, the metaphysical history of the 
planet Earth. Like human souls, planets, too, cycle through the four levels of 
existence (spiritual, mental, astral, and physical), in this case every 25,000 years. At 
the nadir of the cycle, the Earth and its inhabitants are mired in the physical, but at 
its apex, the planet comes closest to the "Great Central Sun” and ascends into the 
spiritual for a time, only to begin again the descent back into the physical. As proof 
of this, Gordon offered the example of Atlantis, which reached its peak in the middle 
of one of these 25,000-year cycles, only to fall into degradation and destruction as 
the cycle turned. Despite this, however, Gordon emphasized that such cycles were 
inevitable and necessary, for at the end of each cycle the humanity and the planet 
itself will find themselves a little bit more spiritually evolved, as the cycle actually 
describes not a closed circle, but an ascending evolutionary spiral. 27 

Significantly, the population of the Earth occasionally shifts over time, since 
souls that have achieved the mental level can travel away (e.g., to Mars whose 
inhabitants are invisible because they all live exist at the astral level). 28 Conversely, 
souls from other planets occasionally come to aid in humanity’s uplift, although, 
given the evil influence of Kraal, this sometimes leads to intended consequences. For 
example, according to Gordon, thousands of years ago, Earth was colonized by 
destructive souls from the star system Orion, which had a baleful effect on human 
spiritual progress. To help combat this, beings (of whom Gordon counted himself 
and John Fetzer) came to Earth from the planet Clarion in the star system Sirius. 
Unfortunately, the addition of so many souls at the spiritual level to a planet whose 
inhabitants were tending toward the physical, created the conditions for a tense 
two-tiered world. Indeed, some 15 million years ago, the "one-eyed” souls or 
"Cyclopses," too comfortably stuck at the spiritual level, waged an immensely 
destructive war against physical "two-eyed" souls. 29 At great cost, the physical "two- 
eyed" won, but as Gordon was quick to point out, this was good and necessary, since 


26 "Conversation with Jim Gordon—November 7, 1983—after lunch" (GC 3:31); "Conversation with 
Jim Gordon December 21 and 22,1983—18 million years ago, etc." (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim 
Gordon, November 4, 1983, in Foundation Office" (GC 3:31); "Jim Gordon—January 20, 1983 (GC 
3:11); "Conversation with Jim Gordon—December 5, 1983” (GC 3:6); "Jim Gordon—January 20,1983 
(GC 3:11); "Conversation with Jim Gordon, November 3, 1983" (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim 
Gordon, November 4, 1983, in Foundation Office" (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon— 
December 5,1983" (GC 3:6). 

27 "Last Half Hour, Cleora, Jim & Kaye, November 7, 1983" (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon 
December 21 and 22,1983—18 million years ago, etc." (GC 3:31). 

28 Gordon relates that he met Bobby Kennedy in the astral on Mars ("Conversation with Jim Gordon— 
December 5, 1983" [GC 3:6]); see also "Conversation with Jim Gordon, December 21 and 22, 1983 — 
18 million years ago, etc." (GC 3:31). 

29 Gordon took this name for the spiritual souls from a line in the Gospels: "If thine eye be single, thy 
soul shall be filled with light” ("Conversation with Jim Gordon December 21 and 22, 1983—18 
million years ago, etc." [GC 3:31]). Despite winning the war, both peoples continued to live on the 
Earth, according to Gordon: the "one-eyed" were the Lemurians who developed into Asians, while the 
"two-eyed" were the Atlanteans who developed into Europeans ("Conversation with Jim Gordon— 
Ramada Inn—January 26,1984 [GC 3:4]). 
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it allowed the planet’s evolutionary cycle to continue. And yet, due to the agency of 
Kraal, humanity is now in danger of becoming stuck at the physical level, which is 
where we are today. 30 

Happily, there are some advanced beings that truly are helpful in aiding 
humanity to work itself out of the physical and onto the higher planes. Guides, who 
are special individuals who have made it to the astral plane, or Masters, unique 
individuals who have made it to the mental or spiritual planes, are available to help 
in this process, as too are spiritual masters who have achieved complete spiritual 
liberation (i.e., bodhisattvas). Indeed, over 100 million years ago, according to 
Gordon, "certain great spiritual beings from other planets came to this planet to 
serve as a hierarchy board and overseer for the evolution of the planet and for the 
eventual humanity that was to come.” Over time, the composition of this planetary 
hierarchy board shifted away from extraterrestrials to those humans who had gone 
through enough lifetimes on Earth to achieve liberation from the physical (the first 
of these was the Buddha). 31 

While Jesus, the Archangel Michael, and Cato were the Masters whom Gordon 
most consistently contacted through his channelings for Fetzer, other beings of the 
planetary hierarchy would come through regularly as well. These included the Holy 
Spirit, St. Germain, the Egyptian Zoser, and the bodhisattvas, Kuan Yin and 
Samatabhadra. Occasionally, these Masters were also joined by, among others, 
Gautama Buddha, Mother Mary, Master Jupiter, Kuthumi, Paul the Venetian, El 
Morya, Hilarion, Abraham Lincoln, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Thomas Edison, and a 
Native American named Little Fox. 32 The kind of beings channeled, their names, 
their roles in the planetary hierarchy, the cosmic planes that they were said to 
inhabit (physical, astral, mental, spiritual), the spiritual places mentioned (e.g. Mt. 


30 "Conversation with Jim Gordon, November 3, 1983" (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon, 
November 4, 1983, in Foundation Office" (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon—December 5, 
1983” (GC 3:6); "Conversation with Jim Gordon December 21 and 22, 1983—18 million years ago, 
etc." (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon—Ramada Inn—January 26,1984 (GC 3:4). 

31 "Jim Gordon—January 20, 1983 (GC 3:11); "Conversation with Jim Gordon December 21 and 22, 
1983—18 million years ago, etc." (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon—January 27, 1984— 
Kalamazoo” (GC 3:6). 

32 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XIV): "Jim Gordon Channeling" (December 21, 1981) 
(R02.13062); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Michael to John [Fetzer]" (April 29, 
1982) (R02.13059); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X): "Cato and Jesus to the 
Foundation" (May 1983) (R02.13058); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 IV): "Master 
Paul the Venetian Channeling” (January 13, 1984) (R02.13052) (the handwritten original can be 
found in the JGC); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 IV): "JEF Tape"" (February 1984) 
(R02.13052); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XIV-XV): "Cato [Tucson Channeling]" 
(October 30, 1984) (R02.13062, 63); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X, XVI): 
"[Channeling]" (November 3-4, 1984) (R02.13058, 64); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 
XVII): "[Channeling]" (January 29, 1985) (R02.13065). In the February 1984 channeling session, 
Fetzer asked if Little Fox was the same being as Running Red Fox, who was identified as one of his 
spirit guides at Camp Chesterfield; he was told no, but both Indians had lived in the Tucson area (p. 
15). Kuthumi (Koot Hoonii), Paul the Venetian, El Morya, and Hilarion are Masters originally found in 
the Theosophical tradition (see, for example, David Anrias, Through the Eyes of the Masters: 
Meditations and Portraits [London: G. Routledge & Sons, 1932]). 
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Shasta, Shamballa, Clarion, the great Central Sun), 33 not to mention the overall 
emphasis on human spiritual evolution, all suggest that Gordon was strongly 
influenced by Spiritualism and by various Theosophical currents such as the Arcane 
School and the Coptic Fellowship, with the addition of a few themes from Edgar 
Cayce (e.g. Atlantis and Lemuria) and The Urantia Book thrown in. 34 All of this 
Fetzer undoubtedly found reassuring, since he was intimately familiar with this 
worldview through his decades of diligent study of American metaphysical religions, 
and welcomed someone who spoke his language and thought in the same symbols. 

The Monday Night Group and Gordon's Channelings 

Shortly after meeting Gordon in 1981 and at Gordon’s suggestion, Fetzer 
invited a small circle of friends to meet on Mondays to function as the "Spiritual 
Advisory Core Council Group of the Fetzer Foundation.” Together they would study 
and discuss Gordon’s channelings, which were often pre-recorded on cassette tapes 
and later transcribed. Over the next five years during which Gordon’s channelings 
were recorded, a wealth of topics were covered, ranging from the personal spiritual 
development of the Monday Night Group to the reorganization of the Fetzer 
Foundation. In addition, as mentioned above, Gordon recorded numerous 
interviews with Kaye Averrit, who sought to understand in a somewhat systematic 
way the theology, cosmology, and spiritual anthropology of the channelings. In what 
follows, I will describe Gordon’s channelings as they related specifically to the 
Fetzer Foundation. 

The first of Jim Gordon’s channelings or "soul transmissions" for the Monday 
Night Group was delivered on December 20 and 21, 1981. Through them the group 
was introduced to the six Masters of the Planetary Hierarchy who would be their 
spiritual guides: Jesus, the Holy Spirit, St. Germain, Zoser and Cato (both of whom 
had been Egyptian priest-kings), and the Archangel Michael. Gordon would also 
occasionally channel others from the planetary hierarchy such as Kuan Yin and 
Samatabhadra, the latter whose job was to nurture the "Divine Spark" of the 
Foundation on the astral plane. Each of these Masters had reportedly already 
worked with members of the group during past lives. Indeed, it was believed by 


33 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X): "Cato and Jesus to the Foundation" (May 1983) 
(R02.13058); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XVI): "[Channeling]" (January 24, 1985) 
(R02.13064). 

34 For the influence of the Coptic Fellowship of America, see Gordon’s channelings of Hamid Bey (May 
22, 23, 1981) in FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 V-VI) (R02.13053-54) and Gordon’s 
essays, "Reincarnation" in FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 II) (R02.13050); "The World 
Beyond," "Master Disciple Relationship," and "The Coptic Order: Past, Present, and Future” in FI 5 
(Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 VI) (R02.13054); "Mysticism" in FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim 
Gordon 1980-1985 VII) (R02.13055). Channeled discussion of the Urantia Book can be found in FI 5 
(Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XVII): "[Channeling]" (January 29, 1985) (R02.13065). Also 
mentioned in the channelings: Rudolf Steiner (Anthroposophy) (FI 5 [Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 
1980-1985 X, XVI]: "[Channeling]" [November 3-4, 1984] [R02.13058, 64]); Rosicrucians and Self- 
Realization Fellowship (SRF) (FI 5 [Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XV-XVI]: "[Channeling]" 
(November 5,1984) [R02.13063-64]). This paragraph is adapted front Wilson (2018), pp. 168-69. 
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Fetzer that the core group had been destined to reincarnate together in this life, so 
that they could now fulfill the missions that each of them had been pursuing through 
countless prior lifetimes by means of the common mission of the Fetzer 
Foundation. 35 

The Fetzer Foundation’s overall mission, according to the Masters, should be 
to catalyze the further spiritual growth of humankind so that it could achieve its 
next evolutionary level. This was especially necessary today, the Masters said, 
because recent medical interventions, far from benefiting humankind, had actually 
"disrupted much of the evolutionary process” at the genetic level. To put humanity 
back on track to positive spiritual evolution, what was needed was an entirely new 
way of "healing through a nonmedication and non-surgical means, through working 
with certain vibrations and sounds, [and] working with machinery that can change 
and alter vibrational patterns of the aura and the chakras” (such machines, the 
Masters asserted, had been commonplace in Atlantis and Lemuria, and many more 
"have been developed over the centuries at Mt. Shasta”). Thus, "through the 
protection of the foundation," great minds would be able to "find ways of 
manifesting that which is needed to change and alter the healing procedures of man 
today,” which in turn would alter "the genetic factor towards a more healthy 
oriented physical body.” Ultimately, this will "change the karmic pattern of 
[humankind’s] spiritual development and begin once again to open up the spiritual 
identity of the 'I AM’ within." 36 


35 Most of Fetzer’s Ouija Board sessions made reference to the idea of group reincarnation, but for an 
explicit statement by Fetzer, see Ouija Board Transcripts (May 21, 1979); for Jim Gordon’s 
confirmation, see "Jim Gordon to John [E. Fetzer]" (October 17,1981) (JGC); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim 
Gordon 1980-1985 XIV): "J. Gordon" (December 20, 21, 1981) (R02.13062); "John E. Fetzer to Jim 
Gordon" (October 7, 1981) (JGC); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XIV): "Archangel 
Michael to John [E. Fetzer]" (January 5,1982) (R02.13062) (the hand written original can be found in 
the JGC); "Jim Gordon to John [Fetzer]" (January 20, 1982) (JGC); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 
1980-1985 XIV): "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer" (March 2, 1982) (R02.13059) (the hand written 
original can be found in the JGC); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Jim Gordon to 
John [E. Fetzer] and all” (August 24, 1982) (R02.13059) (the hand written original can be found in 
the JGC); "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer" (September 13, 1982) (JGC); "Jim Gordon to Mike" (1982) 
(JGC); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X): "Cato and Jesus to the Foundation” (May 
1983) (R02.13058); FI 9 (Inner Light Institute 1984 I): "Inner Light Establishment Jim Gordon" (July 
16 to July 20, 1984) (R02.13154). In an interview with Kaye Averitt in 1984 in response to the 
question, "Were you together before," Fetzer said: "Yes. We’ve been associated innumerable times 
before. When you understand the principles of reincarnation, all of your groupies come back, they all 
find each other in life after life. They all come back about the same time, and fulfill different capacities 
each time they come back. Just as it did with Lynne [Carolyn Dailey], with you and innumerable 
people around me. We’ve all been associated before” (TB 31 [Interviews Fetzer, John E.—Family, 
Spirituality (Lafayette) October 28, 1982] [R02.14835], p. 10); see also Whitson Oral History (March 
30, 2011), pp. 32, 36. 

36 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XIV): "J. Gordon [Channeling]" (December 20, 21, 
1981) (R02.13062); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer 
(March 2, 1982) (R02.13059); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.— Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Jim Gordon to John 
E. Fetzer (June 4, 1982) (R02.13059). This and the previous paragraph are adapted front Wilson 
(2018), pp. 164-65. 
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To help catalyze this transformation, the Foundation was to allocate most of 
its resources for research to understand the nature of reality, consciousness, and 
true healing. For Fetzer, the pursuit of holistic medical research that the Masters 
enjoined fit perfectly with his larger desire to reconcile materialist science with 
spirituality, thus creating the spiritualized science that Fetzer felt was so necessary 
for global transformation to the New Age. As he put it in his speech to the 1988 
"Helping Heal the Whole Person and the Whole World” Conference, "the challenge ... 
is that often hard line science dares spirit to become evidential and, at the same 
time, a spiritual minded philosophy often looks at science as an unnecessary evil. 
We must recognize that both viewpoints have a right to exist where there is a 
mutuality of purpose, and the integration between concepts is a crying need.” 
Unfortunately, "both classical sciences and classical religion are, more often then 
not, looking in the wrong directions, to find compatibility.” Thus a larger goal of the 
Fetzer Foundation would be to discover both the new spirituality and the new 
science that will work harmoniously to improve "the human and cosmic 
condition." 37 


Many of Gordon’s later channelings would deal with the specifics of how the 
Foundation’s reorganization should be effected. However, also covered was the role 
of the core group in the reorganization process, and the means by which each 
member could become more spiritually worthy of the task. The Master Cato likened 
the creation of the Fetzer Foundation to the founding of the United States, and the 
core group to the Founding Fathers; for just as the Founding Fathers brought about 
political freedom, so would the Foundation bring about "soul freedom." This parallel 
greatly pleased John Fetzer, but it implied great responsibilities too: "As father of 
the foundation," he said, "I cannot emphasize too strongly the sanctity of this 
spiritual group." 38 

Individuals in the group were thus enjoined to practice sacrifice, detachment, 
and diligent practice of the "Master of the Heart" meditation in order to open the 
aura of the crown chakra for the inflow of the Spirit. This was important because the 
core group and the Masters, Gordon reported, formed a complicated series of triadic 
karmic relationships, symbolized by the two triangles of the Star of David, through 
which the energies of the cosmos would flow in and out of the Foundation. In a 
metaphorical sense, then, the reorganized Foundation would be like a collective 
child born of the core group. Thus, when conflicts arose within the group or when a 
member was out of spiritual balance, the energies would not flow and the child 


37 FI 6 (Fetzer, John E.—"Helping Heal the Whole Person and the Whole World," Conference Closing 
Remarks [June 25,1988]] (R02.13068], 

38 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X]: "Jim Gordon—Cato and High Master" (July 12, 
1983] (R02.13058]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X]: "Memo from John E. Fetzer" 
(May 1983] (R02.13058], See also FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XV]: "[Channeling]" 
(November 2, 1984] (R02.13063], In a later channeling, this parallel between the founding of the 
nation and the founding of the Foundation would be reiterated by none other than Abraham Lincoln 
himself (FI 5 [Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X, XVI]: "[Channeling]" [November 3-4, 1984] 
[R02.13058, 64]]. 
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would starve. Many of the channelings, therefore, urged the individuals of the core 
group to practice harder and to always call on the aid of the Masters in order to 
overcome both ego and doubt. Only in this way would the spiritual conduits remain 
unblocked and would the Foundation thrive on the influx of divine energy. 39 

In 1982, the Archangel Michael strongly urged the core group to develop "a 
declaration" that would "announce to the universe your ideals and intentions for the 
group and the foundation." Such a declaration would help to "align your energy with 
the universal energy that wishes to aid and support your activities." 40 In response, 
the group developed the following list of "personal goals," all of which reflect ideas 
and statements taken from the channelings: 

To strive every day to live and be full of the spirit of God, manifesting it in truth and 
harmony with our fellow men.jsfpj 

To look to today and say this is what we must do today, and to succeed in each day 
and know that the tomorrows will take care of themselves. 

To take it day by day, breath by breath, moment by moment to succeed in our stated 
goals. Doubt will not enter our minds, only success will be there, for the Masters of 
Light have envisioned success for us and success is meant to be. 

To begin to develop the healing flow of force within, and to become aware of it and 
feel it flow through our bodies as we are communicating with others. 

To walk this path of Truth and service because we know it is a path ofisbireward and 
redemption; redemption in the sense of liberation of the soul and freedom front the 
rebirth cycle. 

To find that principle "I ant" within our own hearts and minds and become one with 
it before we can share it with others upon a physical level. 

To become channels of Light, channels of the Spirit; and to open our hearts, minds 
and souls and allow the Light to come forth. 


39 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer” (March 4, 1982] 
(R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Channeling front Michael to John 
[Fetzer]" (April 29, 1982] (R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.— Jint Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Jint 
Gordon to John E. Fetzer [channeling]" (June 4,1982] (R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jint Gordon 
1980-1985 XI]: "Jint Gordon [channeling]" (July 12, 1982] (R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jint 
Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Jint Gordon to John E. Fetzer [channeling]" (August 13, 1982] (R02.13059]; 
FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jint Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Jint Gordon to John [Fetzer] and all" (August 24, 
1982] (R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jint Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Jint Gordon [channeling]" 
(October 28, 1982] (R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jint Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Jint Gordon to 
John [Fetzer] [channeling]" (February 10, 1983] (R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jint Gordon 
1980-1985 X]: "Cato and Jesus to the Foundation" (May 1983] (R02.13058]; FI 7 (Foundation 
Correspondence 1981-1984]: "Potential Goals front Channeling" (undated] (R0.213110]; FI 5 (Fetzer, 
John E.—Jint Gordon 1980-1985 XVI]: "[Channeling]" (January 24,1985] (R02.13064], 

40 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jint Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Archangel Michael channeling" (August 13, 
1982] (R02.13059]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.— Jint Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Archangel Michael 
channeling" (August 14,1982] (R02.13059], 
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To strive for unity and detachment with love so that we will not be sidetracked and 
confused. We ask for inner knowing and inner strength and know that as we ask we 
shall be told; as we seek, we shall find; as we knock, the door shall be opened. 41 


In addition to being the attitudes that the core group wished to cultivate among 
themselves, these, too, were to be the attitudes of anyone working in the Foundation 
in the future. 

In subsequent channelings, the Masters made it clear that if Gordon were to 
fulfill his spiritual destiny in this life, he would need permanent financial support. 42 
In a channeling from 1983, for example, Cato contrasts the life of Fetzer, who was 
destined for great things in the physical world, to Gordon, whose great work was to 
be in the spiritual world. For, "Just as you [Fetzer] have been veiled of some of the 
higher so you can be of better service to the physical, so Jim must open to the spirit 
more and more, moving his focus from this physical world and concern so he can 
truly manifest his service to humanity." Indeed, "the less he focuses on spirit and the 
more he concerns himself with the physical world—the less he can truly 
accomplish." 43 What’s more, the channelings now revealed that Gordon was not 
simply the mouthpiece of the Planetary Council, but for even more exalted beings, 
the Masters of the Inner Light. These Masters exist on the "inner planes" beyond 
karma and their message was that of "soul liberation" and "freedom of the spirit" for 
the achievement of "soul transcendence.” As Gordon put it, 

These Inner Light masters work separately and very differently from the 
hierarchical masters. They do not deal with karma—either concerning man or the 
planet. Where the masters of hierarchy are working to help dissolve karma for 
humanity and the earth and dealing with evolution by working with the energies 
concerning government, finances, education, religion and other areas of society— 
the masters of the Inner Light have a very different focus. The Masters of the Inner 
Light work on both the mental and astral levels of the physical universe. They 
attempt to capture and focus in on a perfected image God has put forth in his 
creation. As they focus on the perfection of all creation they project it out once again 
into the mental plane and into the astral plane for humanity to capture sight of. 44 


41 FI 7 (Foundation Correspondence 1981-1984]: "Statement of Purpose" (undated] (RO.213110], 
According to Bruce Fetzer, the Statement "was channeled by Jim Gordon, and edited by John 
Fetzer. Carolyn Dailey, Chuck Spence, Bruce Fetzer, and the Monday night group reviewed it and 
thought it was consistent with the early vision of the Foundation” (Memo by Bruce Fetzer to Rob 
Lehman, "History of the Fetzer Foundation Commitment” (revised September 6, 2006], 

42 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XIV]: "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer" (February 5, 
1982] (R02.13062]; FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer" 
(March 2, 4,1982] (R02.13059], 

43 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI]: "Cato to John E. Fetzer" (September 21, 1983] 
(R02.13059], 

44 "Jim Gordon—Diary of Egyptian Trip" (GC 3:4], 
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Gordon’s special mission was to impart this message to the world. 45 To facilitate this 
mission, therefore, Gordon was put on the Foundation’s payroll as a consultant in 
1982, and the following year, a new division was created to fund the writing and 
publication of Gordon’s books. Called Inner Light Publications, it would be located in 
Gordon’s hometown, Austin, Texas. 46 A little later, a new channeling suggested that, 
since the Fetzer Foundation would be dealing with practical spiritual approaches to 
the physical world, there should be a separation between "the foundation and the 
Spiritual Path," to which end John Fetzer should set up a "a church or non-profit 
organization" for Gordon 47 Only in this way could he "achieve physical liberation so 
God might do his work [exclusively] on spiritual planes." 48 Hence, Inner Light 


45 The Masters of the Inner Light made their appearance in the following channelings: FI 5 (Fetzer, 
John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Cato to John E. Fetzer" (January 26, 1983) (R02.13059); FI 5 
(Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Inner Masters of Light to John E. Fetzer” (February 9, 
1983) (R02.13059); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Cato to John E. Fetzer" 
(February 23, 1983) (R02.13059). See also FI 9 (Inner Light Institute 1984 I): "Inner Light 
Establishment Jim Gordon" (July 16 to July 20, 1984) (R02.13154): "We [Masters of the Inner Light] 
have gone through many of the lessons of the lower planes as well as the inner planes of spirit, and 
have merged back into at-one-ment in God. In that full at-one-ment, we have become co-creators, co- 
manifesters in the light of God, in the full awareness of God. In that state, we have move beyond God 
itself' (p. 16). It is interesting to note that the council of the Masters of the Inner Light was run much 
like a board meeting, complete with council chambers and agendas; this is something that Fetzer 
could obviously relate to (e.g. FI 5 [Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XV]: "[Channeling]” 
[November 2, 1984] [R02.13063]). Later, Gordon in his channelings would apparently refer to the 
Masters of the Inner Light as the "Silent Ones" (FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XVII): 
"[Channeling]" (January 28,1985) (R02.13065). 

46 Gordon was first paid a consulting fee beginning in June 1982 ("Report of Executive Committee to 
Trustees John E. Fetzer Foundation, Inc." [June 23, 1982] [Board Meeting Minutes, Binder 2]; "John E. 
Fetzer Foundation Statement of Earnings and Contributions made for Year ended [July 31, 1982] 
[Board Meeting Minutes, Binder 2], In terms of Inner Light Publications: "Report to Executive 
Committee to Trustees John E. Fetzer Foundation, Inc." (July 25, 1983) (Board Meeting Minutes, 
Binder 2); "Report to Executive Committee to Trustees John E. Fetzer Foundation, Inc." (August 1, 
1983) (Board Meeting Minutes, Binder 2); "Research Grant Application and Grant Proposal 
(Historical Documentation and Publication of Spiritual Healing Doctrines and Techniques)" (July 21, 
1983) (Board Meeting Minutes, Binder 2); "Memorandum of Executive Committee to the Trustees 
John E. Fetzer Foundation, Inc." (August 19, 1983) (Fetzer Board Meeting Minutes 2). One of the 
books was to be on Ancient Egypt and have illustrations by the noted painter of esoteric subjects, 
Arthur Douet ("Report of Executive Committee to Trustees John E. Fetzer Foundation, Inc.” [January 
19, 1984] [Board Meeting Minutes, Binder 2]); see also FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 
XV): "[Channeling]" (November 2, 1984) (R02.13063); a chapter of this book can be found in the 
archives (FI 5 [Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 I]: "Angels in Egypt” [July 19, 1984] 
[R02.13049]). 

47 As Tom Beaver points out (personal communication, November 17, 2017), the call for a separate 
organization coincided with Jim Gordon’s deepening involvement with John-Roger Hinkins and his 
Movement for Spiritual Inner Awareness (MSIA), an American variant of the Surat Shabd Yoga 
tradition, also known as the Path of Sound and Light. See, for example, FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim 
Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Jim Gordon to John [E. Fetzer]" (July 21, 1984) (R02.13059) (the original 
handwritten letter can be found in the JGC). 

48 FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XI): "Jim Gordon to John Fetzer [Channeling]" (July 
21, 1984) (R02.13059) (the original handwritten letter can be found in the JGC); see also FI 9 (Inner 
Light Institute 1984 I): "Inner Light Establishment Jim Gordon" (July 16 to July 20, 1984) 
(R02.13154). 
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Publications soon morphed into the Inner Light Institute, and later, Inner Light 
Ministries, which, endowed personally by Fetzer through large cash donations, 
eventually became an entity wholly independent from the Fetzer Foundation. 49 

In 1983, the Fetzer Foundation Board wished to formalize the new direction 
as indicated in the Gordon channelings and called for the development of a new 
mission statement and program overview. As stated in a working document called 
"Potential Goals from the Channelings,” the new mission of the Foundation would be 
to "form a network throughout the world of light" so that "the energies of this world 
will be changed to a higher vibrational growth, and the evolution of man shall be 
changed through our interactivities, the love of God, and the physical 
instrumentation that [will be] share [d] throughout the medical industry." In line 
with this mission, according to a diagram channeled by Gordon, the Foundation 
should have three goals: "1. Treatment of patients (non-surgical) [and] Development 
of [subtle energy] instrumentation[;] 2. Present ideas for development by industry 
and present them to [the] medical industryf;] 3. Educate medical industry of 
alternative treatments [and] Research for validity." To achieve these goals, the 
Foundation should be divided into six programs: a research center for the 
development of holistic technology to manipulate the aura and balance the 
kundalini energies of the chakras; a holistic health care center (presumably in 
Kalamazoo); other healing centers (presumably beyond Kalamazoo); an education 


49 For the creation of the Inner Light Institute (sometimes called the International Institute for Inner 
Light [1.1.1.]), see FI 9 (Inner Light Institute 1984 I): "Inner Light Establishment Jim Gordon” (July 16 
to July 20, 1984) (R02.13154); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.— Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XIV-XV): "[Tucson 
channelings]" (October 30, 1984) (R02.13062, 63); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XV): 
"[Channeling]" (November 2, 1984) (R02.13063); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X, 
XVI): "[Channeling]" (November 3-4, 1984) (R02.13058, 64); FI 9 (Inner Light Institute 1984 II): 
"Bruce F. Fetzer to John E. Fetzer” (December 4, 1984 [amended December 10]) (R02.13155); FI 5 
(Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XVI-XVII): "[Channeling]" (January 24, 29, 1985) 
(R02.13064-65). To save time and effort in securing tax-exempt status, Fetzer secured control front 
Lloyd Swierenga of the Michigan branch of Les Inities and converted this into the Inner Light 
Institute (FI 9 [Inner Light Institute 1984 II]: "John E. Fetzer to Jerry Luptak” [December 12, 1984] 
[R02.13155]; FI 7 [Foundation Correspondence 1985-1986]: "John E. Fetzer to David York" [January 
8, 1985] [R02.13111]; FI 1 [A.R.E. Clinic 1985-1989 III]: "EMD to JDL" [January 30, 1986] 
[R02.12976]; Lloyd Swierenga Oral History [August 6, 2012], p. 17). Financial and other materials 
front Les Inites can be found in the Fetzer archives (FI 9 [Inner Light Ministries 1979- 
1990][R02.13156]) and FI 9 [Inner Light Ministries Bank Statements 1979-1981, 1982-1984, 1985- 
1987] [R02.13157-59]). For Inner Light Ministries, see FI 9 (Inner Light Ministries & Fetzer 
Foundation Jint Gordon July, 1985): "Jint Gordon Inner Light Ministries and Fetzer Foundation 
[channeling of Archangel Michael]" (July 31, 1985) (R02.13163); Addenda #1 to "John E. Fetzer 
Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees Meeting" (February 27, 1988) (Board Meeting Minutes, Binder 3); 
"John E. Fetzer Foundation, Inc. Executive Committee Phone Meeting” (September 15, 1988) (Board 
Meeting Minutes, Binder 3); FI 9 (Inner Light Ministries Hawaii Property 1990 II): "John E. Fetzer to 
Jay Fishman" (September 6, 1990) (R02.13161); FI 9 (Inner Light Ministries Hawaii Property 1990 
II): "Janies R. Gordon to John E. Fetzer " (September 14, 1990) (R02.13161); Janies Gordon Oral 
History (November 15, 1996), pp. 129-31. Further correspondence concerning the donation of the 
Hawaii real estate to Inner Light Ministries can be found in FI 9 (Inner Light Ministries Hawaii 
Property 1990 I-III) (R02.13160-62). This and the previous four paragraphs are adapted front Wilson 
(2018), pp. 165-68. 
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center; a psychic research center; and a center for spiritual teaching. 50 Of the six 
programs proposed by Gordon in the channelings, the psychic research center was 
not to be, as John Fetzer by this time had moved beyond any interest in an exclusive 
focus on purely parapsychological research. Moreover, the center for spiritual 
teaching, while initially created within the Foundation as Inner Light Publications, 
would eventually be spun off from the Foundation as Inner Light Ministries in 1988. 
Nevertheless, the other four programs in some form or another would become the 
primary foci for the Fetzer Foundation for the rest of the decade and well into the 
1990s. 


A Founding Myth for the Fetzer Foundation 


By channeling the various hierarchies of the Masters, Gordon provided 
advice to the Monday Night Group and helped to reorient the Fetzer Foundation 
through the creation of a new mission for its future. His channelings, however, also 
looked to the past, revealing that the origins of the Foundation stretched deep into 
the past lives of John Fetzer and the Monday Night Group. Fetzer had long believed 
in the reality of past lives and had always been keen to discover the details his. In 
1974, the English medium Ena Twigg had suggested to Fetzer that he use the Ouija 
Board to uncover his past lives through a spirit guide named Ibrahim. Taking her 
advice, Fetzer subsequently contacted not only Ibrahim, but also Jesus, the ascended 
master Hilarion, a being called Tamud, a host of other entities identified only by 
initials (A.T., C.T., A.Z., N.M., etc.), as well as the Great White Brotherhood itself. The 
voluminous transcripts of these Ouija sessions, which lasted until 1982, record that 
the various entities related in great detail the facts of Fetzer’s past lives, including 
those as Amnusta M-Alamaz from Mu; Ra, a high priest in ancient Egypt; St. Paul the 
Apostle; and the Spanish mystic, St. John of the Cross. Moreover, the Ouija Board 
entities also confirmed that many of Fetzer’s closest friends and associates had 
reincarnated with him through these lives. 51 Later, Jim Gordon’s channeling 


50 "Report of Executive Committee to Trustees John E. Fetzer Foundation, Inc." (February 24, 1983) 
(Board Meeting Minutes [Binder 2]); FI 7 (Foundation Correspondence 1981-1984): "Potential Goals 
front Channeling” (undated) (R0.213110); Bruce Fetzer Oral History (September 12, 2002), p. 72. 
Gordon was also asked about the current staffing of the Foundation, but the Masters remained 
noncommittal (FI 5 [Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 X, XVI]: "[Channeling]" [November 3-4, 
1984] [R02.13058, 64]). 

51 Existing transcripts for the Ouija Board sessions start on May 18, 1976 and end on May 18, 1982 
(JGC). Fetzer also wrote up narratives of his time in Egypt ("Intrigue at Luxor and Beyond” [JGC]) and 
as St. John of the Cross ("St. Maria Teresa and St. John of the Cross, Carmelites, Part I"; "Maria Teresa 
and Juan, Part II" [JGC]); Mary Teresa was one of Fetzer’s spirit guides identified at Camp 
Chesterfield. A footnote in "Intrigue at Luxor and Beyond" credits the 1974 meeting with Twigg with 
initiating the Ouija Board sessions with Ibrahim (curiously, in the original version, Fetzer is named 
explicitly, but in subsequent versions, he identified himself only as "a well-known radio, television, 
and baseball executive"). In terms of his occasional skepticism, e.g., Fetzer wrote a letter to 
"American Archaeologists" working in Luxor to ask about the validity of some Egyptian names that 
had come through ("John E. Fetzer to American Archaeologists" [February 17, 1975] [JGC]); a 
response front Kent R. Weeks front the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago politely 
informed hint that "Neither name sounds particularly Egyptian, ancient or modern” ("Kent R. Weeks 
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confirmed the truth of some of Fetzer’s past lives, while correcting others and 
revealing new ones. According to Gordon, in addition to the above, Fetzer had past 
lives as an unnamed Egyptian Pharaoh, Joseph of Arimathea, Aristides (a Greek 
philosopher), St. Francis, Francis I and Louis XIV of France, and Thomas Jefferson. 
Gordon also confirmed that during each of these lives, not only were Fetzer’s 
associates present, but Gordon himself was a contemporary of the group. His 
parallel past lives were as the Apostle John, Aristotle, Anthony of Padua, Leonardo 
Di Vinci, Pierre Mignard (an artist active during the time of Louis XIV), and Benjamin 
Franklin. 52 

Of all the "new" past lives that Gordon revealed to John Fetzer, perhaps the 
most consequential was that in Atlantis. Atlantis had already loomed large in 
Fetzer’s imagination, so to find out that he had once been part of this civilization, 
and indeed, played a leading role in it, probably confirmed something that he had 
long suspected. 53 According to one of his earliest channelings for John Fetzer, 
probably in October 1981, Gordon related that Fetzer had been the scion of an 
aristocratic family in Atlantis and was the ruler over "a major part" of the island. 
Tensions ran high, however, since parts of Atlantis had broken away from the 
central government, fearing that “Atlantis was on a path to destruction." In his 
attempt to reunite the island, Fetzer came under the influence of "the teacher of the 
split away community" who convinced him that "the crystal, which was in use by 
[Atlantis’] scientist^]," was being misused to create "a slave race of men" to do the 
scientists’ bidding. Alarmed by this and wishing to return Atlantis to a state of 
harmony and spiritual uplift, Fetzer gathered together loyalists to combat these evil 
experiments, but already the scientists had begun to plot against him, and an 


to John E. Fetzer" [March 1, 1975] [JGC]). This part of the paragraph is adapted from Wilson (2018), 
pp. 140-41. 

52 In addition to being Lao Tse, the Prophet Isaiah, Mahatma Gandhi, Percy Bysshe Shelley. "Jim 
Gordon to John E. Fetzer, 1981(?) (GC 1:52); "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, January 20, 1982" (GC 
1:53); "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, undated [1983]" (GC 2:30); "Jim Gordon—January 20,1983" (GC 
3:11); "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, July 18, 1983" (GC 2:30); "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, July 22, 
1983" (GC 2:30); "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, September 18, 1983" (GC 2:30); "Conversation with 
Jim Gordon—November 7 th , 1983—after lunch" (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon— 
December 5,1983" (GC 3:6); "Conversation with Jim Gordon, December 21 and 22,1983—18 million 
years ago, etc.” (GC 3:31); "Conversation with Jim Gordon—December 29, 1983" (GC 3:31); 
"Conversation with Jim Gordon—January 13, 1984” (GC 3:4); "Conversation with Jim Gordon— 
Raniada Inn—January 26, 1984" (GC 3:4); "Conversation with Jim Gordon—February 29, 1984 (GC 
3:6); FI 5 (Fetzer, John E.—Jim Gordon 1980-1985 XVII): "[Channeling]" (January 24, 1985) 
(R02.13065). 

53 Although much of what John Fetzer read mentioned Atlantis, especially Theosophical and ancient 
astronaut books, the following from his personal library were specifically on Atlantis: W. P. Phelon, 
Our Story of Atlantis (Quakertown, PA: The Philosophical Publishing Company, 1937) (FPL) and 
Edgar Evans Cayce, Edgar Cayce on Atlantis (New York: Warner Books, 1967) (FPL). See also, John E. 
Fetzer, One Man's Family (1964), p. 192; "Fetzer Interview" (FI 6 [Fetzer, John E. Interview 
Transcript] [R02.13070]); FI 9 (Institute of Noetic Sciences 1981): "John E. Fetzer to W. W. Harman” 
(October 26, 1981) (R02.13170); Whitson Oral History (March 30, 2011), pp. 31, 52-53 For a good 
overview of the lore of Atlantis, see L. Sprague de Camp, Lost Continents: The Atlantis Theme (NY: 
Ballantine Books, [1954] 1970). 
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outright ban on the experiments was too late. Further, Fetzer’s health began to 
decline at this point, which forced him to turn power over to a triumvirate 
consisting of his daughter, a trusted "Priest Advisor," and a good scientist. Upon 
Fetzer’s death, all power devolved to his daughter, who subsequently married a 
prince. Together, the couple ruled Atlantis well for a long time, although the evil 
scientists continued with their plots, thus ineluctably leading to Atlantis’ complete 
destruction. 54 

Throughout this channeled narrative, Jim Gordon was careful to identify 
many of the story’s characters (daughter, Priest Advisor, good scientist, prince) as 
past lives of individuals in the Monday Night Group, thereby underscoring that 
Fetzer and the group had been reincarnating together since Atlantis in order to 
complete a joint task left undone with the cataclysm that destroyed the island. 
Indeed, Gordon specifically told Fetzer that, 

one reason for you starting the foundation is to help correct much of the wrong 
medicine that science is involved in today and help it get back on the correct path. 

You had tried in that life as a ruler of Atlantis but ... [were] unsuccessful in your 
attempt. Since then through many other life times you have experimented with this 
idea and now you are bringing all your ideas and peoples together front past lives to 
hopefully succeed in this attempt. Thus the formation of the Fetzer Foundation. 55 

It is clear from subsequent statements that John Fetzer took this channeling 
to heart and found in the Atlantean origins of his Foundation both cause for concern 
and cause for hope. 56 Concern, because the initial project of bringing spiritual 
transformation to Atlantis was such a spectacular failure—failure that he was not 
keen to replicate in this life; but hope, because after numerous past lives over 
thousands of years, Fetzer and his reincarnated team had undoubtedly learned 
valuable lessons that, through the agency of the Fetzer Foundation, would finally 
bring to a successful conclusion their collective task of restoring harmony not just to 
Atlantis, but to the whole world. 


Conclusion 

Even after the Monday Night Group disbanded in 1985, Jim Gordon 
continued to channel for John Fetzer, advising him on key matters right up until his 
death in 1991. By this time, the Fetzer Foundation, now the Fetzer Institute, was 
well established and beginning to chart out its mission for the next three hundred 
years. In no little part, John Fetzer credited this success to Jim Gordon’s channelings. 
Fetzer stated that had the channelings "not precipitated in the initial stages [of the 
reorganization], there is a great probability that the foundation would not have 
taken the direction that it did and had the degree of success that it did ... In other 


54 "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, July 22, 1983" (GC 2:30); see also "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, July 
22,1983" [GC 2:30). 

55 "Jim Gordon to John E. Fetzer, July 22,1983" (GC 2:30). 

56 Whitson Oral History (March 15, 2011), p. 41; (March 30, 2011), pp. 52-53. 
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words, as Bruce Fetzer put it, Gordon’s channeling’s formed nothing less than "the 
esoteric blueprint" for the evolution of the Fetzer Foundation in the 1980s. 57 

In light of his investment in what over his lifetime developed into the New 
Age worldview, it is completely understandable that John Fetzer would 
wholeheartedly embrace channeling when it came to full flower during the 1980s. 
Having long been convinced of mediumistic and psychic phenomenon, the idea that 
there existed certain individuals called channels who were especially tuned to range 
across the intelligible frequencies of the cosmos was simply a given. Jim Gordon was 
thus a classic example of just such an individual, and his entire career, as we have 
seen, nicely illustrates the typical arc of a 1980s channeler. 

Beyond this, however, there is perhaps a final reason why Fetzer 
enthusiastically embraced channeling during this period. Channeling’s massive 
popular acclaim during the '80s more than likely signaled to Fetzer that the New 
Age worldview on which the efficacy of channeling was predicated was finally 
coming to be accepted by the world at large. In addition to whatever information 
Fetzer got from him, therefore, Jim Gordon was important because he was a 
powerful symbol of the imminent spiritual transformation of the globe that Fetzer 
had long desired. For John Fetzer, then, when it came to channeling, the medium 
truly was the message. 


Abbreviations 

FP John E. Fetzer Personal Papers 
FI John E. Fetzer Institute Papers 

TB Thinnes Book Project Papers 

FPL John E. Fetzer Personal Library 
JGC Jim Gordon Collection 

With the exception of the Jim Gordon Collection (JGC), all the above are 
housed in the Fetzer Archives located at the Fetzer Institute Administration Building 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Note that the Oral Histories, while housed at the Fetzer 
Archives, are un-cataloged and therefore lack a seven-digit record number. The Jim 
Gordon Collection, which is also un-cataloged, is in the possession of Jim Gordon, 
Inner Light Ministries in Austin, Texas. 
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